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century to the eighth century A.D., and showed, according to the
difference in the period, divergence in style and material. The
earliest, of which only a piece of walling of what presumably was a
quadrangle remained, is built of small river pebbles, measuring not
more than two or three inches in length and an inch or two in
width. These pebbles are closely packed together, and make an
effective, though not structurally sound, piece of work, as they are
built in mud and not in lime. There is reason to believe that the
face of the wall was covered with plaster, which was of mud, too,
possibly decorated with a coloured clay wash. Apparently the
reason why the wall was built of small pebbles was the old belief
that the more the labour expended on a religious building, the
greater the merit which accrued to the builder. Anyhow, either
the faith declined, or the succeeding generations realised the struc-
tural defectiveness of a pebble wall; the third and fourth century
saw the 'pebble style' replaced by the 'diaper-pebble' style of
building. The former consisted of structures built of large stones,
the spaces between the stones being filled up with pebbles. The
* diaper-pebble' style is much coarser; soon it gave place to the
typical ashlar-dressed stone building of mediaeval Kashmir. It is
possible that the revival of art in India under the Guptas (320-
697 A.D.) had something to do with the replacement in Kashmir of
the more primitive style of the early centuries of the Christian era
by the more ornate and infinitely more massive and durable archi-
tecture which is so characteristic of medieval Hindu Kashmir; the
pediments and fluted columns and colonnades reminiscent of Greek
architecture form a remarkable feature of this style.

So much for exploratory work.

The difficulty which the authority entrusted with archaeological
work has to encounter is the preservation after exposure of the
monuments which were safely buried under the earth, so that in a